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Dear Governor Freudenthal: 

Pursuant to Wyoming Compiled Statutes, 1995, relating to mining, I have the honor to 
transmit herewith the Annual Report of the State Inspector of Mines for the year 2006. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donald G. Stauffenberg 
State Inspector of Mines
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STATE  MINE  INSPECTOR’S  OFFICE  PERSONNEL

Donald G. Stauffenberg, State Inspector of Mines……………………Rock Springs 
Thomas M. McDonald, Deputy Inspector of Mines………………..….Worland 
Hector E. Castillon, Deputy Inspector of Mines……………………….Green River 
Robert L. Solaas, Deputy Inspector of Mines………………...............Gillette
Michael A. McCann, Deputy Inspector of Mines (Coal)………………Rock Springs 
Cary D. Ashley, Deputy Inspector of Mines……………………………Casper 
Pam Lucas, Executive Assistant………………………………………..Rock Springs 

This office is a division of the Department of Employment, and is located in Rock 
Springs.  It is the responsibility of this office to administer the State Statues 
pertaining to the health and safety of the miners, and to recommend legislative 
changes in such regulations when needed. 

Pursuant to these Statutes, each mining operation in the State is inspected for 
compliance several times each year, and all fatal or serious accidents are 
investigated.  Complaints by employees of unsafe working conditions are also 
investigated.

State Statutes also created the Mining Council, composed of 10 members and 
the State Inspector of Mines.  The membership is composed of 5 management 
and 5 hourly representatives from various types of mining operations.  The 
members of the Council act in conjunction with the State Inspector of Mines to 
improve the health and safety in the mines of this state. 

The State Mining Council is also responsible for the certification of underground 
and surface mine foreman and underground mine examiners as required by 
State Statutes.  The members of the Mining Council are: 

Francisco R. Valdez    Hourly, Coal 
Pacific Corp.     President 
Casper, WY 

David A. Graham    Management, Trona 
General Chemical Co. 
Green River, WY 

Randall J. Banning    Management, Limestone 
Wyoming Lime Producers 
Powell, WY 

Hugh J. Johnson    Hourly, Coal 
Black Butte Coal Co. 
Rock Springs, WY 
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Kenneth L. Linville    Hourly, Coal 
P & M Coal Mining co. 
Kemmerer, WY

Timothy E. Musbach   Management, Trona 
OCI Wyoming LLP 
Green River, WY 

Jerome W. Neary    Hourly, Trona 
FMC
Green River, WY 

Craig Nelson     Management, Gypsum 
G-P Gypsum 
Lovell, WY 

Sue Ellen Wallis    Hourly, Coal 
Kennecott Energy 
Gillette, WY 

OPEN      Management, Underground Coal 
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INSPECTION ACTIVITIES 

The State Mine Inspector’s Office conducted 721 health and safety inspections at 
active mines, inactive mines, AML Projects and plant sites during 2006.
Contractor activity at these sites was also inspected. 

Many spot checks and return inspections were also made to confirm that action 
was taken on corrections requested, and to monitor problem areas and 
conditions.

Several Accident investigations were carried out and investigations were made 
into incidents which could have caused injury during 2006.   Procedures were 
recommended to prevent their reoccurrence. These were made in cooperation 
with companies involved, labor and the Mine Safety and Health Administration. 

FATALITIES

Although there were some very serious accidents, there were NO mine related 
fatalities in 2006.

ACCIDENTS

Total reported mine operator and mine site contractor employment increased by 
1838 people in 2006. 

There were 126 lost time accidents reported in 2006. This accident count is a 
decrease from the 134 reported in 2005. Of those involved, 95 were mining 
company employees and 31 were mining contractor employees. 

Lost work days were also reduced drastically from the 6058 days reported in 2005 
to 4181 in 2006. 

This accomplishment is a direct result of efforts by management and labor to make 
the mines in Wyoming safer places to work.
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TRAINING

Mine Safety and Health training is available through the M.S.H.A. State Grant Program 
which is funded by a grant awarded to the State Mine Inspector by the Department of 
Labor.  There are full time and contract trainers located at the Northern Wyoming 
Community College District, Gillette College and at the Western Wyoming Community 
College, Green River Campus.  These instructors conduct training on campus and also 
travel throughout the state upon request.  There were 7,050 students taught by these 
trainers in 2006. 

The programs currently available from certified instructors are: 

Annual Refresher Training           Part 56/57 Training 
New Miner Training            Part 77 Training 
Impoundment Recertification          Part 46 Training 
Electrical Certification Review          Part 47 Haz-Com Training 
Electrical Recertification           Par 62 Noise Training 
Mine Foreman Certification Review         First Responder Training 
Surface Coal Shot-firer Recertification         First Aid 
Instructor Training For Certification          C. P. R. 
Accident Investigation and Prevention  

On November 7 and 8, 2006, the State Grant Program and the State Mine Inspector's 
Office jointly sponsored the 11th Annual Wyoming Mine Safety Conference.

Programs were presented by the State’s Grant Program, personnel from this office.  
Other presenters were:  American Heart Association, Bear Tooth K-9, Casper Police 
Department, members of industry and MSHA.  Some of the subjects were the new 
American Heart Association CPR standards, Electrical safety, Drug in the Workplace 
by the Casper Police Department and Bear Tooth K-9, and a History of Mining 
presentation and a Lost Time Accident Comparison by Deputy Inspectors Mike 
McCann and Tom McDonald.  

I encourage all of the mines and mine contractors to use the Grant Program whenever 
possible.
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EXAMINER / MINE FOREMAN CERTIFICATION 

The Wyoming Mining Council is responsible for the certification of Mine Examiners and Mine Foreman in 
the state.  In 2006, 19 Examiner certificates and 150 Foreman certificates were issued.  Following is a list 
of the Mine Examiners and Mine Foremen certified in 2006. 

MINE EXAMINERS & MINE FOREMAN CERTIFICATIONS

Surface Coal Foreman

Arambel, Mark A2502 Baine, Jake A2503 
Baumann, Patricia M. A2508 Beck, Travis A2509 
Becker, Rose Marie A2510 Bertsch, Brandon Eric A2513 
Bethea, Harvey “Bruce” A2514 Birkley, Brian W. A2516 
Blair, Jesse A2518 Blonigen, James A. A2520 
Bradley, Bill A2521 Bren, Robert J. A2523 
Breuer, Kevin A2524 Bunner, Daniel A2526 
Cain, Robert F. A2528 Capp, Shilo A2530 
Carman, Robert L. A2481 Carter, Duncan S. A2532 
Clarys, Cory P. A2534 Constable, Ronald E. A2535 
Cormeny, Boyd A2536 Davis, Joseph C. A2540 
Davis, Michael B. A2541 DeVries, Charles A. A2544 
Donahoo, Scott W. A2545 Drube, Kirby Richard A2546 
Dryer, Matthew J. A2547 Filbin, Patrick A2551 
Gannon, Greg A2556 Gerber, Judy K. A2557 
Hall, Tim A2560 Hamar, Blake A2561 
Hansen, Kelly A. A2562 Herr, William C. A2563 
Hoff, Becky J. A2564 Hornbuckle, Richard Quay A2566 
Jardee, Ivan D. A2567 Johnson, Brian Peter A2568 
Johnson, Kirk A2569 Keierleber, Douglas M. A2571 
Kelly, Luke A2572 Kimsey, Kennedy O. A2573 
Kiser, Patrick A2575 Kisgen, Michael A2576 
Kitchen, Jr., Mason L. A2577 Klein, Douglas J. A2578 
Lacey, John Thomas A2581 Laramore, Stephen A2583 
Larson, Corey A. A2584 Lazzaretti, Jody Rae A2586 
Lewis, Philip B. A2590 Lieke, Damon A2591 
Lien, Terrance L. A2592 Linneman, Donald A2593 
McCrary, Tracy Sean A2597 McCullough, Bruce A2598 
Metcalf, Jason A2602 Moeller, Christopher R. A2603 
Mohar, Tracy A2604 Montgomery, Nathan L. A2605 
Moore III, William Jesse A2606 Morgan, Eugene A2607 
Muller Jr., Gary F. A2608 Munn, Grant A. A2609 
Nelson, Jeff D. A2610 Okray, Randy A2612 
Olson, Anthony M. A2613 Olson, Sage D. A2614 
Paris, Brian A2617 Parks, Ryan A. A2620 
Parsons, Cale A2621 Patton, Brian A2622 
Pearson, Shane A2623 Peck, Daniel L. A2624 
Phinney, Todd L. A2626 Pierson, Matthew A2627 
Pluta, Gary R. A2628 Price, Joshua J. A2629 
Rehbein, Jarvis A2631 Rennick, John F. A2632 
Roberts, Chris A2633 Schelling, Ryan K. A2634 
Shadden, Alan Wade A2636 Shanley, Mike B. A2637 
Shaw, Tony L. A2638 Shawver, Kenneth Brad A2639 
Smith, Birch L. A2640 Sutherland, Kelly A. A2641 
Tackett, Jackie A2642 Tarter, Wynn A2643 
Thompson, Brian P. A2647 Tonn, Amie A2648 
Tucker, Joshua A2649 Tutor, Dwane Edward A2650 
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Surface Coal Foreman (Continued)

Upton, Dustin D. A2651 Vincent, Bunker A2654 
Vrana, Joseph C. A2655 Walker, Jerrod A2656 
Walker Jr., Thomas E. A2657 Ware, Elaina M. A2658 
Warner, Raymond S. A2659 Wells, Jeffrey S. A2661 
Wilkison, Steven L. A2663 Williams, Beau A2664 
Williams, Bruce A2665 Williams, Daniel S. A2666 
Wilson, Dale C. A2667 Wold, John Bailey A2669 
Wood, Daniel J. A2670  Wrigley, James Robert A2671 

Surface Metal/Non-Metal Foreman

Fenner, Allen D. A2550 French, Kevin R. A2555 
Park, Rick A2619 

Underground Metal/Non-Metal

Campbell, Lee A2529 Bennett, James A2511 
Bilbas, Richard John A2515 Blasey Jr., John C. A2519 
Brake, Johnie A2522 Brunz, David A2525 
Christensen, Greg A2533  Kinghorn, Kass A2574 
Kostich, John A2579  Krenning, Gerald A2580 
Langston, E. James A2582  Laubach, Russell A2585 
Longley, Alan T. A2595  McPhie, Joe A2599 
Mendenhall, Ken A2600  Nichols, Paul A2611 
Ralston, Willie A2630  Scott, Robert L. A2635 
Vandersnick, Greg A2652  VanPelt Jr., Robb W. A2653 
Wieser, Jim A2662  Wiltse, Jeffrey A2668 
Zigrang, David A2674    

Underground Coal Mine     Examiner  Foreman 

Adams, Steven P.      A2501   -----------
Barker, Chris George      A2506   A2507 
Bergeson, Robert L.      A2512   -----------
Davis, Garth E.       A2539   -----------
Dyches, Jarred       A2476   A2549 
Fluty, Robert T.       A2570   ---------- 
Forsyth, Rees W.      A2553   A2554 
Gravley, Steven P.      A2558   A2559 
Lester, Chandlerr S.      A2589   A2483 
Litster, Kenneth R.      A2594   A2595 
Thayne, Gary       A2475   ---------- 

Underground Trona Mine     Examiner  Foreman 

Balser, Jason       A2504   A2505 
Busse, Mary       ----------   A2482 
Crum, Michael W.      A2537   A2538 
Deason, Larry       A2542   A2543 
Lessard, Leon       A2587   A2588 
Palm, Tommy R.      A2615   A2616 
Peterson, Jon       A2625   --------- 
Terry, Raymond       A2644   A2645 
Yedinak, William      A2672   A2477 
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QUALIFIED  PERSON  CERTIFICATION

This certification is the result of legislation that was passed during 1998.  The 
certified person is allowed to test for the presence of methane gas prior to 
welding or using open flame in an underground coal or trona mine. 

      Name              Certificate # 
Barnes, Trent 1249 
Bennett, James 1229 
Bettolo, Patrick 1247 
Blasey, John C. 1237 
Brake, Johnie 1223 
Brunz, David 1225 
Buchholz, Ed 1242 
Campbell, Lee 1238 
Carder, Eddie 1251 
Carter, Michael 1218 
Chacon, Joe 1258 
Chavez, Carlos J. 1219 
Christensen, Greg 1230 
Collar, Thomas 1253 
Condos, Sterling 1256 
Dolezal, Richard 1246 
Gines, Allen 1250 
Hart, Devin 1255 
Hutchings, Nate 1217 
Keith, Eric 1252 
Kinghorn, Kass 1239 
Kostich, John 1245 
Kraft, Matthew 1254 
Krenning, Gerald 1221 
Langston, Jim 1234 
Longley, Alan 1233 
Martin, Dusty 1220 
McPhiel, Joe 1231 
Mendenhall, Ken 1240 
Monninger, Steve 1244 
Nichols, Paul 1243 
Ralston, Willie 1224 
Riley, Nicholas 1248 
Scott, Robert 1236 
Tankersly, Jeff 1228 
Urvine, Justin 1257 
Vandersnick, Greg 1232 
VanPelt, Gus 1222 
Wellard Keri A. 1235 
Wieser, Jim 1241 
Wiltse, Jeff 1226 
Zigrang, David 1227 
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SHOT-FIRER  CERTIFICATION

The State Inspection of Mines office is responsible for the certification of all 
blasters working in the mines in Wyoming.  Several different categories of 
certification are offered to meet the needs of the various types of mines.  During 
2006, five (5) shot-firer certificates were issued.  This office cooperates with 
DEQ/LQD in administering the shot-firer program for surface coal.  Below are 
listed only the certificates issued solely by this office. 

 Name      Certificate #  
 Brake, Johnie    7152 
 Kinghorn, Kass    7150 
 Krenning, Jeff    7151 
 Robbins, Danny Lee (Replacement) 7449 
 Wieser, Jim     7153 
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OPERATIONS MANHOURS

Powder River Coal Co. - North Antelope Rochelle Mine 1,787,474

Rio Tinto Energy America - Antelope Coal Mine 914,035

Foundation Coal West - Belle Aye Mine 593,299

Pittsburg & Midway Coal Co. 590,816

Foundation Coal West - Eagle Butte Mine 564,664

Buckskin Mining Co. 504,625

Bridger Coal Co. - Surface 479,325

Black Butte Coal Co. 349,452

B E & K Construction 307,904

T.I.C. - The Industrial Company of Wyoming 235,825

Power Resources, Inc. 222,639

Thunder Basin Coal Co. - Coal Creek Mine 212,962

MINSERCO, Inc. 168,639

Osborne Brothers Construction 167,990

M-I SWACO - Greybull Mill 163,403

Nelson Brothers Mining Service 163,300

Balfour Beatty Rail Services - Coal 146,542

Western Fuel of Wyoming, Inc. 145,329

Tyler Exploration Drilling 128,000

Wyodak Resources Development Corp. 124,498

L D Anderson, Inc. 112,900

Standard Laboratories 110,995

Larry's Mining, Inc. 105,908

Colony Construction, Inc. 98,119

Brazier Mine Construction, Inc. 86,715

Meridian Granite Co. 81,866

ICG Addcar Systems, LLC - Bridger Project 73,998

Balfour Beatty Rail Services - Trona 73,649

DRM, Inc. 73,433

Evergreen Energy Plant LLC - KFx Operations 71,049

S & S Trucking, Inc. 67,320

2006 - SAFETY AWARDS

I would like to commend and congratulate the following companies and their 
employees for having worked the entire year of 2006, for 10,000 or more manhours, 
with no lost time accidents.
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Safety Awards (Cont.)

OPERATIONS MANHOURS

Mountain Cement Co. - Plant 61,043

Liebherr Mining Equipment Co. 58,794

Weeden Construction LLC 54,235

Komatsu Equipment 53,937

Project Response Construction 52,116

First Energy Services Co., Inc. - Crushing Operations 49,888

Big Horn Tire, Inc. 49,834

Brahma Group, Inc. 49,062

SOS Staffing Services - Surface 47,415

Cummins Rocky Mountain 46,861

Arch of Wyoming LLC - Hanna Operations 45,670

Schmueser & Associates, Inc. 45,417

Degerstrom Converters 44,029

Earth Tech West II LTD 43,560

Lubrication Management Service 42,895

Black Hills Bentonite - Casper Plant 42,877

Solid Systems Engineering 42,245

Industrial Service, Inc. 39,415

Schmid Sand & Gravel 38,135

Wollem Construction Co. 37,000

Lewis & Lewis, Inc. 35,001

E H Oftedal & Sons, Inc. 34,307

4N Trucking 33,869

Viking Explosives & Supply 33,632

Bentonite Performance Minerals LLC - Colony Mine 32,731

Star Aggregates, Inc. 32,017

A P & F Construction 31,640

Continental 31,400

Eitel Trucking 30,818

B & B Drilling Co. Inc. 30,335

Hyland Enterprises, Inc. 30,260

G-P Corporation 29,935

Black Hills Bentonite - Harry Thorson Plant 25,606

Universal Limited 25,208

Western Mine Services 23,871
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Safety Awards (Cont.)

OPERATIONS MANHOURS

Evans Construction Co. - Pit # 1 22,949

Pete Lien & Sons, Inc. - Sundance Quarry 21,810

Blair Electric Service Co. 21,520

COGEMA Mining, Inc. 21,516

Carr Construction 21,449

SLS West, Inc. 21,289

Harborlite Corporation 20,782

Mullinax Concrete Service 20,719

McGarvin Moberly Construction - Crusher # 2 20,633

Wyo-Ben, Inc. - Stucco Mill 19,568

American Colloid Co. - Yellowtail Mine 18,826

PHC Reclamation, Inc. 18,720

GCR Tire Center 18,200

Evans Construction Co. - Crusher/Wash Plant 17,911

McGarvin Moberly Construction - Crusher # 1 17,828

McMurry Ready-Mix - Crusher # 7 17,387

C O P  Construction 17,121

UMETCO Minerals Corp. 16,764

Frost Construction 16,402

Mobil Concrete, Inc. 16,319

Bentonite Performance Minerals LLC - Lovell Mine 16,025

Wyo-Ben, Inc. - Sage Creek Mill 15,411

Modern Electric Co. 14,902

S & S Builders LLC 14,742

J2ML Industrial Inc. 14,717

2M Construction 14,695

Fisher Sand & Gravel - Plant # 1 14,606

EZ Fabrication & Welding, Inc. 14,151

Big Horn Ready Mix - Big Horn Basin Operations 14,012

Archer Construction, Inc. 13,814

Powder River Heating 13,002

Nucor, Inc. 12,847

K E Taylor Drilling, Inc. 12,629

American Railcar Industries 12,506
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Safety Awards (Cont.)

OPERATIONS MANHOURS

Cate Equipment 12,480

Circle D Gravel 12,226

Pete Lien & Sons, Inc. - Rawlins Quarry 12,089

Fisher Sand & Gravel - Plant # 23 12,069

Taylor Quarry 12,063

Alta Construction, Inc. 11,903

Fisher Sand & Gravel - Plant # 21 11,874

DG Welding 11,864

Ellingford Brothers, Inc. 11,379

CRE, Inc. 11,375

Great Salt Lake Electric 11,000

Wilson Welding, Inc. 10,764

Mead Drilling, Inc. 10,746

L & T Inc. 10,674

Intermountain Electric Service 10,560

LeGrand Johnson Construction # 2360 10,381

Total Mining Consulting & Exploration 10,336
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COAL  PRODUCTION  FROM  1912  THROUGH  2006

Year Tonnage No. Of Employees
1912………………………………………………. 7,341,141
1913………………………………………………. 7,095,652
1914………………………………………………. 7,221,772
1915………………………………………………. 6,268,990
1916………………………………………………. 7,696,344
1917………………………………………………. 8,789,514
1918………………………………………………. 9,417,269 7,723
1919………………………………………………. 8,166,008 7,725
1920………………………………………………. 9,589,274 8,166
1921………………………………………………. 8,303,479 8,037
1922………………………………………………. 5,976,474 9,192
1923………………………………………………. 7,587,676 7,511
1924………………………………………………. 6,715,554 7,210
1925………………………………………………. 6,557,576 6,364
1926………………………………………………. 6,495,815 5,912
1927………………………………………………. 5,738,561 5,081
1928………………………………………………. 6,553,174 5,639
1929………………………………………………. 6,690,779 4,768
1930………………………………………………. 6,070,796 4,868
1931………………………………………………. 5,000,366 4,675
1932………………………………………………. 4,163,419 4,236
1933………………………………………………. 4,004,602 3,792
1934………………………………………………. 4,376,791 3,778
1935………………………………………………. 5,165,289 4,090
1936………………………………………………. 5,791,202 4,751
1937………………………………………………. 5,950,230 4,996
1938………………………………………………. 5,219,054 4,868
1939………………………………………………. 5,411,072 4,287
1940………………………………………………. 5,350,702 4,321
1941………………………………………………. 6,670,808 4,506
1942………………………………………………. 8,154,861 4,776
1943………………………………………………. 9,237,729 4,675
1944………………………………………………. 9,559,593 4,585
1945………………………………………………. 9,836,798 4,814
1946………………………………………………. 7,616,681 4,500
1947………………………………………………. 8,054,751 4,348
1948………………………………………………. 6,408,302 4,212
1949………………………………………………. 5,972,640 3,814
1950………………………………………………. 6,341,899 3,598
1951………………………………………………. 6,288,157 3,187
1952………………………………………………. 6,106,949 2,903
1953………………………………………………. 5,243,715 2,788
1954………………………………………………. 2,833,353 1,532
1955………………………………………………. 2,921,563     979
1956………………………………………………. 2,555,452 1,016
1957………………………………………………. 2,118,366     634
1958………………………………………………. 1,631,234     587
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1959………………………………………………. 1,976,597     479
1960………………………………………………. 2,004,147     439
1961………………………………………………. 2,520,258     446
1962………………………………………………. 2,574,560     449
1963………………………………………………. 3,126,942     371
1964………………………………………………. 3,103,798     380
1965………………………………………………. 3,257,314     327
1966………………………………………………. 3,670,505     356
1967………………………………………………. 3,588,649     332
1968………………………………………………. 3,694,213     352
1969………………………………………………. 4,605,994     448
1970………………………………………………. 7,380,921     621
1971………………………………………………. 8,007,765     727
1972………………………………………………. 10,920,468     943
1973………………………………………………. 14,840,857 1,179
1974………………………………………………. 20,649,754 1,411
1975………………………………………………. 23,784,128 2,038
1976………………………………………………. 31,085,412 2,511
1977………………………………………………. 44,046,842 3,314
1978………………………………………………. 58,174,825 3,928
1979………………………………………………. 71,445,178 5,265
1980………………………………………………. 94,986,433 6,231
1981………………………………………………. 102,695,536 6,015
1982………………………………………………. 107,954,583 5,681
1983………………………………………………. 112,187,874 5,401
1984………………………………………………. 130,745,779 5,336
1985………………………………………………. 140,424,446 5,275
1986………………………………………………. 135,403,347 4,671
1987………………………………………………. 146,488,648 4,423
1988………………………………………………. 163,588,200 4,533
1989………………………………………………. 171,140,004 4,560
1990………………………………………………. 184,005,701 4,623
1991………………………………………………. 193,863,806 4,663
1992………………………………………………. 189,470,256 4,648
1993………………………………………………. 209,925,826 4,562
1994………………………………………………. 236,908,067 4,572
1995………………………………………………. 263,938,023 4,374
1996………………………………………………. 278,424,956 4,398
1997………………………………………………. 281,481,516 4,303
1998………………………………………………. 314,962,091 4,335
1999………………………………………………. 336,459,938 4,606
2000………………………………………………. 338,852,148 4,414
2001………………………………………………. 368,878,135 4,532
2002………………………………………………. 373,195,431 4,684
2003………………………………………………. 376,565,247 4,788
2004………………………………………………. 395,425,278 5,345
2005………………………………………………. 404,488,858 5,330
2006………………………………………………. 444,880,617 6,030
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2006 COAL PRODUCTION BY COUNTY

  Campbell       397,048,100 
         Carbon              28,212 

  Converse       33,894,178 
  Hot Springs                 1,086 
  Lincoln          4,565,158 
  Sheridan                        0 
  Sweetwater          9,343,883

TOTAL 444,880,617 

2006 COAL BY MINING METHOD

  Surface      444,361,466 
Underground             519,151 
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COAL

During 2006, the reported coal production was 444,880,617 tons.  This surpasses 
the record that was set in 2005 by 40,391,759 tons. 

Thunder Basin Coal Company’s, Black Thunder Mine, led all producers in 2006 
with 92,517,728 tons. 

Reported coal mine employment was 6,030. This is an increase of 700 employees 
from 2005. 

Thunder Basin Coal Company’s Coal Creek Mine was reopened during the year. 
The mine produced 3.1 million tons of coal. If markets are available, the mine could 
produce 15 million ton per year. 

Mine development has begun at Arch Mineral’s, Elk Mountain Mine at Hanna.  The 
coal that is produced will be shipped out of the company’s Seminoe II load out 
facility.

There were 87 coal contractors that responded to our request for information.  They 
had 2,976 employees compared to 2,751 in 2005. 
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TRONA

The reported trona mine production for 2006 was 18,058,020 tons, which is up 
198,654 tons from last year. 

2006 employment was 2,259 which is up from 2,188 last year. 

The natural gas to coal conversion of the calciners at Solvay Chemical’s plant has 
been completed as has the construction of a new coal fired calciners at OCI.  

FMC continues to process solution from the underground mine at the Granger 
facility.

There were 42 trona mine contractors who responded to our request for 
information. They had 891 employees compared to the 927 employees that were 
reported in 2005. 
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BENTONITE

Bentonite mine production was up considerably in 2006.  It was 6,102,218 tons, up 
897,929 tons from 2005.  

Bentonite plant production was also up in 2006. It was 4,911,306 tons, up 294,898 
tons from last year.

Overall the industry reported steady growth in all of their markets.

The combined plant and mine employment was 798, down slightly from the 815 
reported last year. 

There were 17 contractors who responded to our request for information.  They had 
312 employees which is a considerable increase over the 242 figure reported in 
2005.
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URANIUM

Surface mining activity continues to be confined to the reclamation of existing mine 
sites. 

One processing mill remains on standby.  The rest have been decommissioned and 
the mill sites have been reclaimed. 

All of the uranium production in 2006 came from the In-Situ mining operations. 

Production in 2006 was 2,043,876 lbs. U-308, all from Power Resources, Inc’s 
Smith Ranch Mine. This is an increase of 747,298 lbs. from last year. 

There was no production from conventional mining. 

Total uranium mine employment was 138, down from 145 in 2005. 

Western Nuclear Inc., Pathfinder, Lucky Mc Mine and Petrotomics have completed 
their tails impoundment reclamation and are waiting for the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission to release the sites. 

The COGEMA Mining Inc. Irrigary and Christensen mines have been reclaimed. 

A Canadian Company, Uranium One is in the process of acquiring U.S. Energy’s 
Sheep Mountain Properties. 

Kennecott Uranium Company is planning a drilling program on the Big Eagle and 
Round Park properties on Green Mountain. 

Uranerz Energy Corporation has started drilling on their Johnson County properties. 

There were 11 contractors that responded to our request for information.  They had 
296 employees. This is up considerably from the 59 employees that were reported 
in 2005. 
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SAND AND GRAVEL

The sand and gravel industry in Wyoming is widespread throughout the State.  It 
employs many people in small, privately owned operations, along with some 
facilities owned and operated by large corporations.  

The higher production and employee figures shown are reflective of a greater 
number of established companies reporting for the first time. 

Employment for 2006 was reported at 1,171 employees compared to 657 last year. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  COMMODITIES

Other commodities that are mined in Wyoming and are inspected by the State Inspector's 
office are limestone, coal conversion to coke, cement processing, clay mining, gypsum 
mining, marble mining, granite mining, lignite mining and processing, perlite processing, 
scoria, underground petroleum mines, flag stone mining, landscape rock mining, pascalite 
mining and various AML reclamation sites. 

The operations reported 493 employees compared to 465 in 2006.  There were 26 
contractors that responded to our request for information.  They reported 276 employees 
compared to 148 in 2005. 
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